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        On behalf of the National Llewellin Gun Dog Club, we wish to thank you for your interest in hosting a club field trial in your area.  The goal of the NLGDC is to organize, sponsor and promote field trials where recognition can be given to those breeders, trainers and owners who have been instrumental in developing the finer hunting qualities of an outstanding, versatile hunting dog, the Llewellin Setter.  

By providing you with the club’s bylaws, rules and guidelines, we hope to assist you in organizing your event and making it one that people will continue to return to year after year.  Please find enclosed, information that will aid you in preparing for your trial, a list of things that you will need and contact names for judges, birds, trophies, etc.
In addition, your event will be promoted in the club newsletter, which is currently published a couple of  times a year. Please submit your event information before the publication that best fits your trial date.  

Be sure that you familiarize yourself with the club’s bylaws and trial rules.  It is imperative that you keep a copy of the rules on hand at your trial.  You will want to quickly and effectively handle any disagreements that may arise.  Being prepared is your best way to diplomatically resolve these situations.
We do hope that the information in this packet is helpful.  Taking care of the small details, such as getting to your event early, starting on time and orchestrating the event so it runs smoothly, goes a long way in the success of your trial.  Please feel free to contact the Trial Committee Chairman, Club Officers or any one of the Trial Committee members should you have any questions or need assistance.
                                 Club Officers  
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Official Sponsor of the NLGDC

Again, we thank you for your support of the NLGDC.

Preparing For Your Trial

To be considered for a NLGDC approved trial event, there are a few requirements that you must meet.  First and foremost, you must be a current member in good standing and receive approval from the Executive Board for your event.  You must operate your event in such a manner that fits our current trial policies for determining winners and placements.  All entrants must be FDSB (Field Dog Stud Book) recognized Llewellin Setters.  Special consideration for an open event (all breed) may be approved in advance by the board.  Our primary goal is to promote the Llewellin Setter and establish a series of events to provide enough qualified dogs to compete in our classic event held in March of each year.

When contacting the club’s Trial Chairman, you must provide the name of your event, names of your event Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary.  The event Chairman may hold more than one title and must be a member of the NLGDC, but cannot hold all three positions.  In addition, you will be asked to provide all information about the event (i.e. date, location, entry fee, classes, etc.).  

The NLGDC currently requires a $4.00 fee per entrant (dog) to help cover the cost of trial materials, advertising, etc.  The board of elected officials may choose to waive this fee at the request of the event Chairman.  You must indicate on all advertisements that this is a NLGDC sponsored event and include our club logo on your flyers, entry forms, etc.  

Materials Provided by NLGDC
1. The NLGDC has purchased an insurance policy that covers all club sanctioned events. As a member in good standing, you can use this policy by acting as the Trial Chairman and organizer for your event.   Additional liability coverage for land owner can be provided for $15.00.
2. Up-to-date preprinted address labels of all club members (at your request).

3. Copy of club by-laws, trial rules and appropriate information if hosting an American Field sponsored event.

4. Judging score sheets and brace sheets.

5. Contacts for birds, judges, trophies and miscellaneous other items as required.

6. Clipart of NLGDC logo.

Safety and Conduct

Holding an event means covering a lot of things we sometimes take for granted.  One item of importance is being prepared for any issue that may arise, such as participant safety.  Carefully check over the grounds prior to your trial.  Assess the area for hidden dangers, such as open drain tiles or old barbed wire fencing.  Mark them with a flag or tape.  You should make it a point to walk over the area completely to assure these and other items are not present.  

Firearm handling instructions should be made clear as well as proper conduct of participants.  You should have the phone numbers posted for the local emergency agency, as well as to a local vet service.  

Poor sportsmanship and improper conduct should not be tolerated.  Remember, this is your event.  Do not allow others to spoil the fun for all.  Proper manners and respect for others is a must.  In most cases a simple reminder of the rules of proper conduct is all that is needed. 

Please remember that drugs, alcohol and firearms do not belong together.  The NLGDC strongly prohibits drinking of alcoholic beverages by anyone who will be handling a firearm during the trial.
Field Trial Check List
Grounds:  Most shooting preserves are happy to host a field trial event.  They may be able to provide multiple courses that are suitable for running half hour events or provide a course with sufficient ground to run a one hour event.  By providing volunteers for the running of the event, you can usually save on the cost of using these clubs.  The clubs may also be willing to provide lunch at a set price.  In addition, most clubs have insurance to cover these types of events that you are able to run under.  Facilities such as a club house, restrooms, tables and chairs are usually available to you at no extra charge.

Remember, although you can run a half hour event on a small field, the larger the area you can use the less likely the participants will double over already covered ground.  Consideration of the cover on the ground will play a big part on the size of the ground you will need.  The less proper cover available the more ground you will need to run your event on.  Typically, 40 acres is needed to run a field trial.  Allowing both the hunter and dog to keep moving forward, seeking out new objectives to hunt, makes for a more interesting event.

Consideration for spectator viewing should not be overlooked.  Having a designated area for viewing of each run is important for many of the participants, their family and friends.  Your judges may even allow a small group of people to follow the activities as they cover the field.  Safety should be of the utmost concern when conducting these events.  Marking off a designated viewing area with ribbon might be a proper way to help insure safety.

Personnel:  It takes a team of people to put on a good event.  Judges, Trial Marshals, bird handlers and a score keeper are just a few of the positions that you will need to fill.  Two judges are expected to do all the judging for a particular event.  If you run several events at once (i.e. an Open event in one field and a Derby event in another) you will obviously require more judges.  Consideration for their time in the field and personal needs must be kept in mind.  Allowing restroom and lunch breaks must be taken into consideration when working out your schedule of events.  Depending on the transportation they are using (horses or ATVs); you may also need to allow time for watering or refueling.
Your Trial Marshal should work to keep things moving.  Getting the first brace off on time and keeping the next brace informed as to when to be in the blind will set the tone for the event.  By keeping up with the field activities and moving along in a timely manner, the participants will enjoy the running of your event all the more.  Your bird handler should also be kept abreast of the activities.  If you are using a large enough field the bird handler may follow the brace and replace birds as they are needed.  This can save time during the switching of each brace.  The use of two-way radios is especially encouraged.  

If you are using the club point system for scoring, a score keeper is required to post the last brace results.  This provides the participants with up-to-the-minute scores.  

Handling of Birds:  Good birds make for a good trial.  Taking the time to see to their care will help you insure healthy birds.  If you don’t have the convenience to hold your birds in a flight pen and they are confined to crates, you may need to do a little extra to ensure that the birds aren’t stressed.  Provide them with chopped apples and/or lettuce to help relieve the stress of captivity.  Not only does this provide food, but also moisture.  It may also keep the birds from pecking one another.  Providing an isolated area, out of the harsh elements and away from people and loose dogs will help to relieve stress as well.
Birds brought in from the field should be placed in an appropriate container with a lid.  Not everyone wants to see a dead bird lying around.  For those who want to keep their birds to clean, you may need to designate an area so you can control the proper disposal of the remains.  Remember, in most states quail are considered a game bird and there may be special regulations on transportation of these birds, especially out of season.  You may need to provide leg tags or bags that can be clearly marked to identify that these birds came from a game farm.  Check with your local wildlife agency for this information.

Placement of birds in the field should be done with consideration of the ground cover and likely places birds would be found.  The handler should be aware of this and understand the direction the brace is expected to run.  Minimize the amount of contact with the birds and their handling.  It is recommended that the handler wear gloves when working with the birds to prevent excessive human scent that a dog may associate with the birds.  Some even consider the wearing of rubber boots to minimize the scent tract left from the handler when placing the birds.

Gun Safety and Handling:  Sometimes it is prudent to remind participants of proper safety practices when around firearms.  At the beginning of your event you may want to mention the importance of conducting a safe event.  If you are holding your event at a local club, they may have some special rules that they prefer you follow.  There may be boundaries that require a safety be called when birds are flying in that direction.  Some clubs require all guns be stored in a rack or cased when not in the field.  They may even require guns to be unloaded until ready to flush a bird.  Remember to ask about these things when organizing your event.

Here are a few suggestions when considering gun safety.  No shooting when closer than 300 ft. in the direction of a dwelling or occupied building.  No shooting across an active roadway and maintain a minimum of 100 feet from the edge of the road.  Remind handlers or designated shooters that there is no harm in calling a safety if they think it is best.  Guns should be unloaded and their actions open going to and from the field.  Do not cross a fence or deep trench with a loaded weapon.  Practice the muzzle control even if the gun is thought to be unloaded.  Wearing a blaze orange hat or vest is a club requirement and a law in many states.
Other Useful Information
In order to make your event more successful, you are encouraged to contact club officers and others who have hosted club trials.  There is a wealth of knowledge and information in these sources.  Planning ahead and preparing for the what-ifs ahead of time will help ensure a very successful event.

Birds:  Here are a few places where birds have been purchased for past trials.  Remember to reserve your birds months in advance.  

Sand Prairie Quail – Maquoketa, IA  319-652-5407

Autumn Wings – Lonedell, MO  314-629-4376

Everet Goddard – Ava, IL  618-426-3264

Dennis Fahn – Breeze, IL  618-526-2346

Quail Valley Farms, Inc. – Indian Trail, NC  704-753-4464
Judges:

Bob Cunningham – Illinois Region NSTRA President    618-729-4485

Curt Beckley – Missouri Show-Me Region NSTRA President  660-699-3638

For NSTRA regional presidents in your area, log on to the NSTRA website at www.NSTRA.com
Generally the presidents of each region will be able to put you in touch with NSTRA certified judges who may be willing to judge a shoot-to-retrieve trial at a minimal fee.

Trophies:  

Bruce Fox Inc.

1909 McDonald Lane

New Albany, IL  47150

Permits:  Does your state or county require permits for holding field trials?
Veterinary Services:  Contact a local vet and inform them you will be holding a field trial event in the area.  Ask them if they could be available for emergencies if they should arise.  Get office hours and after hour phone numbers where they can be contacted.  Make this available on flyers and postings to your entrants.

Designated Parking:  Remember, there will be many who tow trailers and need room to park, as well as areas to stake out their dogs.  You may need to check with the place you are holding the event to see if they have any special requirements for such locations.  It is also a good time to discuss the possible use of the club’s kennels if available.  Be aware of any special requirements on cleaning up after the event.

Restrooms:  If your site does not have facilities, you may need to check into renting portable units for your event.
Motel/Hotel Accommodations:  Provide this information on your mailings.  You may be able to contact a local hotel in the area that can be used as a meeting spot and be able to work out a special discount rate for your entrants.  As a courtesy to participants, you may ask in advance about any fees associated with bringing pets into the rooms and let them know ahead of time.
Time Table for Event

Here are a few suggestions for the average time to prepare for your event.  Remember, this is only a suggestion based on previously run events.  You may find that you need more or less time to accomplish everything in a proper manner.  Adjust accordingly and it never hurts to be ahead of schedule to allow for any last minute changes and/or adjustments.

90 Days (or more) Before Trial:  Obtain all permits that you need in your state to host a field trial.  Receive a trial package from the club Trial Committee Chairman.  Fill out the insurance portion and trial application.  Return these to the Trial Committee Chairman as soon as possible.  Start talking to friends and family members; recruiting volunteers to help set up and run the trial.  Contact judges, bird planters and others that need plenty of notice.

60 Days Before Trial:  Arrange or reconfirm that you are able to obtain the trial grounds. Look over trial grounds for any hazardous areas.  Order birds.  Print your flyers and mail them out.  Submit your trial information and registration forms to club Secretary for inclusion in the club newsletter.  If hosting an American Field event, be sure to contact them with all your information.
30 Days Before Trial:  Place order for plaques/awards.  Confirm your bird order. Make sure you have enough committed volunteers to assist you with your event.

2 Weeks Before Trial:  Double check with your bird supplier that he can deliver the needed amount of birds.  Remember, many things can go wrong when raising birds that could wipe out your supply.  You may want to make sure you have a back-up plan in place.  Reconfirm with all your help that they are still onboard.  Start planning your lunch or dinner party if you are having one.  If you’ve already received your awards, double check that the wording is correct.
1 Week Before Trial:  Have your drawing and arrange the brace sheets.  Send out this information to the participants and make sure they are aware of area hotels.  Provide a map to the field grounds and remind them how to get a copy of trial rules if they do not currently have a copy.  It doesn’t hurt for them to go over the rules before the trial begins.  This will make your trial run much smoother.

1 to 2 Days Before Trial:  Make sure all your equipment (ATVs, etc.) and score cards are ready.  Personally contact the first couple of braces to make sure they are there on time to get a good start.  Pick-up birds or if they are to be delivered, contact that person to confirm delivery.  Recheck trial grounds for hazardous areas.

Day of Event:  Arrive early to sweep your field of wild or left over birds.  Go over any last minute changes due to weather or other factors.  Make sure birds are cared for.  Ensure that judges sign American Field reporting forms.  ENJOY YOUR EVENT!

Post Event:  File paperwork with American Field if hosting an AF sanctioned trial.  Submit Field Trial Placement worksheet to Trial Committee Chairman within 15 days post trail.  Mail $4.00 per dog registration fee to Club Treasurer within 15 days post trial (checks can be made out to NLGDC).
Tom Holmes, President





Rob Enedy, Vice President





Chuck Wilson, Vice President


254-752-1526 











Caren Mansfield, Treasurer


Box 265


Mechanicsburg, IL  62545


217-364-4584


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cmbakerlaw@aol.com" ��cmbakerlaw@aol.com�





Randy Herman, Secretary


Lonsdale, MN 55046


Randy Hermann: 612-7164969


Randy@rjsroosterranch.com





Carla Fryar, Trial Chairman


5690 230th St. East


Elko, MN  55020


612-791-6514


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cfryar@highflynkennels.com" ��cfryar@highflynkennels.com�
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